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There were probably a good many similar cases which were
never heard of. Jean Galas of Toulouse, a Huguenot, a sub-
stantial tradesman of good character, was accused in 1761 of
hanging his son to prevent him from being converted to
Catholicism. The parlement of Toulouse, by a decision of eight
judges to five, condemned Galas to be broken on the wheel.
The sentence was carried out. The unfortunate man died,
protesting his innocence. His property was confiscated; the
daughters were placed in a convent; the widow was allowed
to leave the country. She went to Geneva; her terrible
story came to Voltaire in his tranquil and happy retreat. He
took up her cause, and immediately put into operation all
his literary artillery', the engines of bis wrath and sense of
justice.
The case was reheard at the order of the King by the parle-
ment of Paris, and in 1765 Galas was declared innocent. The
Due de Choiseul, Premier Ministre of France, to whom, after
Voltaire, this tardy justice was due, obtained from the Royal
Treasury a grant of 30,000 livres (about £1500) as compensa-
tion for loss of property to the Galas family.
Voltaire made similar, but in this case ineffectual, efforts to
secure a retrial of the case of the Chevalier de la Barre, a youth
of sixteen years of age, beheaded after having his tongue cut
out, on a charge of having desecrated the crucifix on the bridge
at Abbeville. The young d'Etallonde, the friend of de la Barre,
had escaped from the country, and so avoided torture and
death. Voltaire procured a commission for him in a Prussian
regiment.
Torture was inflicted, partly as revenge upon a proved
criminal, partly as a punishment sufficiently frightful to deter
other possible criminals, and also, in many cases, as a part of
the trial, as a means of examination, of obtaining evidence.
* Examination' (examwatio) was a word regularly used in legal
parlance to denote the infliction of torture. Beccaria, writing
in 1764, denounced the use of torture for evidence as wholly
barbarous and unreasonable, and completely out of date in an
enlightened age:" This abuse ought not to be tolerated in the

